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Cannabis 

3 LOCATIONS IN WASHINGTON 

MOUNTLAKE TERRACE 

21911 64TH AVEW. 

SEATTLE 425 954 0640 MT VERNON 

12001 AURORA AVE N. 17869 STATE RT 536 

206. 734. WEED 360.420.7038 


RECREATIONAL & MEDICALLY ENDORSED 
21+ FULL MENU AT FWEEDOM.COM 

*FOR USE BY ADULTS TWENTY-ONE AND OLDER. KEEP OUT OF THE REACH OF CHILDREN. DO NOT OPERATE A VEHICLE OR MACHINERY UNDER 
THE INFLUENCE OF THIS DRUG. MARIJUANA CAN IMPAIR CONCENTRATION, COORDINATION, AND JUDGMENT. THERE MAY BE HEALTH RISKS 
ASSOCIATED WITH CONSUMPTION OF THIS PRODUCT. THIS PRODUCT HAS INTOXICATING EFFECTS AND MAY BE HABIT FORMING. 
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EVERYDAY SPECIALS 

^ $25 CLANDESTINE SHATTER // $20 NWCS CARTRIDGES 
30% OFF TOP-SHELF PRODUCTS // $3.50 GRAMS 
$3 EDIRLES // $30 OUNCES // HOME OFTHE $15 DAB 

FEATURED TOP-SHELF BRANDS 









-r .» 




CHECK US OUT ANY DAY! 


17517 15TH AVENE 
SHORELINE, WA 981 55 

P: 206.557.7778 
W: WWW.365RECREATIONAL.COM 

OPEN EVERYDAY OF THE YEAR FROM 9AM-9PM 


OPEN 'TIL 10PM FRI/SAT/SUN THROUGH SUMMER 



MEDICALLY ENDORSED & KNOWLEDGEABLE , - 

MEDICAL CONSULTANTS ALWAYS ON STAFF \ 

HAPPY HOUR BOGO 25% OFF 

EVERY. SINGLE. DAY FROM 9AM-N00N & 4PM-6PM 

MILITARY // VETERAN // BIRTHDAY DISCOUNTS 


355 


RECREATIONAL 

CANNABIS 


$ 




'if' 




PS 




Jkr, 


| # 1 ^ j ™ Our products have intoxicating effects and may be habit forming. Marijuana can impair concentration, coordination, and judgment. Do not operate a vehicle or 

U&ClTIV JO machinery under the influence of this drug. There may be health risks associated with consumption of these products. For use only by adults 21 and older. Keep 


out of the reach of children. 
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FRIDAY 7/21 



MAIN STAGE 

VERA STAGE 

NEUMOS STAGE 

BARBOZA 

CHA CHA LOUNGE 

4:00 

Lucy Dacus 

Lions Ambition 




4:30 


TBA 

Automotive Steamhorse 


5:00 


Sloucher 




5:30 

6:00 

Noname 

Kyle Craft 

Fauna Shade 

Tango Alpha Tango 

Eye 0 

6:30 

7:00 

Thundercat 



The Gods Themselves 

Haunted Horses 


Flor 

Theoretics 

Scarlet Parke 

Mommy Long Legs 

7:30 

8:00 

Mura Masa 








8:30 


Cherry Glazerr 

Gifted Gab 

Nick Weaver 

Pink Parts 

9:00 










9:30 

Wolf Parade 

TBA 

Katie Kate 

Cuff Lynx 


10:00 




Constant Lovers 

10:30 






11:00 

Run the Jewels 

Austra 




11:30 



My Goodness 



Midnight 



TBA 

(till close) 


12:30 






1:00 



TBA 

(till close) 



1:30 






2:00 








BRUNCH 

DESSERT $urtt t moo 


DRUNK 

SNACKS 



open: mon-thu 7a-9p fri 7a-12a sat 8a-12a sun 8a-8p 

CAPITOL HILL • 416 10th Ave. • BETWEEN PIKE & PINE 






SATURDAY 7/22 
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2:00 

2:30 

3:00 

3:30 

4:00 

4:30 

5:00 

5:30 

6:00 

6:30 

7:00 

7:30 

8:00 

8:30 

9:00 

9:30 

10:00 

10:30 

11:00 

11:30 

Midnight 

12:30 

1:00 

1:30 

2:00 


MAIN STAGE 

VERA STAGE 

NEUMOS STAGE 

BARBOZA 

CHA CHA LOUNGE 

Cosmos 

Phantoms 

Skating Polly 

TBA 

The Last Artful, Dodgr 

The Life and Times 

Saint Claire 

Gibraltar 

Headwaves 

Biddadat 

Master Bedroom 

Manatee Commune 

Prom Queen 

Charlie and the Rays 

Patsy's Rats 

Bad Luck 

Youryoungbody 

Slow Elk 

Whitney 

Tyler Edwards 

All Star Opera 

Sleepy Genes 

Lizzo 

Zoolab 

ILLFIGHTYOU 

Kung Foo Grip 

Fucked & Bound 


Naked Giants 

BD+theSHEEKS 

Old Iron 

Jai Wolf 

Magic Giant 

Grynch 


Heiress 

Lord Huron 

Trippy Turtle 

Possi x CHBP 

(till close) 

Possi x CHBP 




(till close) 









C*F( f. MiyHCF 

we NEveS CLOSE! 

Ofcf'J 7--1i i&S PUWIiw &OCK PAblV 

NO iVWSTlflAMO &eOUi«i:D 

i.ciUAkf cuj' com 




6 201 7 THE STRANGER'S CAPITOL HILL BLOCK PARTY GUIDE 


SEPIEUBfH 
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BUMBERSHOOT 


2017 
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FRIDAY 

-* FLUME ■ BIG SEMI ■ DIE RN1WBDRD ■ HD RIDR ■ JRUZ 

BROODS • llfflt • SIUSHII U WRRD - WHISKY - PUBIS JDRIR SMITH IILIHt FRIENDS 
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MVlH-EENflE RCRPdLCailP 2 -l£nnV £JHIIE McCLEMHIY - THE UIMM# - Ilf SNDFfl FEINS - SIDS THEE BOSS - PISI Jttftf MdEK 

COMEDY HDD MV JUDRH FRIEBERHOLR GUY MHM JERUHINE FDUUIES BRODY STEVENS 
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WOR &5 * ideas IRE UIGIC hJT BHTHE EE IRE WQHQ PKIOTSUVI FUNNY 03 H TOCFE SGflllNIRG 

SATURDAY 

— IDRDE - WIEZER DILLON FRANCIS THE ROUTS - KR1E0 

CONOR CBERSI BIG Will} E MD HIGHLY SUSPECT RIMINI 1M LRRSSDN THCDCHT JOSEPH 
MIDDLE KIDS Ml WM EFTHIDD THYLOH BENNETT KEVIN HHSTMT IHhIEL CHISIR SHOCK MINS 
IK MSLOnHS - DREAMERS - JfllUDS Him - LOPHItLE ■ 6DN DSD - IK S (INS - SAINT CEASE - BUKA CD-IS HAIMS - AID MN 
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JW KJHIEIT ML IQM BDBSVHI BEHBH BlEEfflltiMNI ’ BRENT FLYDE 9 G EL 5 HJLCH&Z JIISilN CIADKTDJEHNS 3 N MONICA NE VI 

W0M5 a IDEAS tb nskmck bsdkcus eedsts of sm m ■ fbnntoa uie:Cdjmed¥ ihh he uf tbbmp 

SUNDAY 

DDESZfl ■ HilllUl ■ SOLRNGE ■ SPOON - GUCCI MRNE 

I AMBU SS HQ OS 5 VINCI STAPLES Ul YIEH1Y I0UI5TH1 CHILD CtSII COSO CODY JINKS OEDIflNG 
HO ON I IIIOII MS IlDN EKR1I - lllllf MCE SMOKY BMI CHIS HOMS THE NEW HIKES 

fIBI B 0 F 7 EI 1 Y WHIT! BEHPEP DAVl DEPPI 3 PKIEKIffi THE BP - PtlRD HBAFU 5 &N CRDME IfFKELTMT fADTH CiJUEN KID CUPS 


cancer 


TODD BRRHY JUDRH IRFEDlHRtDER GUY BRIN DM JEHMRINE fUWlEjl HHODV STEVENS 
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YDAY 
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ELRTSIDCK SUB PGP POP# STORE MAM PUGET SOUND SlfE SHORT fllMFEST 
RSnMMT MBYi MUM VILE C ITY OUNCE PIKE PUIEI MARKET BUSKED CUD IISIDOUE YDIINGEflSHOCT 
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SUNDAY 7/23 


MAIN STAGE 

VERA STAGE 

NEUMOS STAGE 

BARBOZA 

CHA CHA LOUNGE 


TBA 

TBA 



Julie Byrne 

Plastic Picnic 

KnowMads 

Diet Cig 

Remember Face 

Miscomings 

Cloud Nothings 

Newaxeyes 

The White Tears & 

Pearl Dragon Is Dead 

HellerGrave 

He Whose Ox Is Gored 

Year of Death 

Ex Licks 

Danny Brown 

Breaks & Swells 

dreamcatchr 

Sashay 





Torres 




Snakehips 

TBA 

Tay Sean 

Bad Future 

Angel Olsen 

Mykki Blanco 

The Bad Tenants 

Sleeping Lessons 

Charms 

Diplo 

Perfume Genius 

Ravenna Woods 

Country Lips 


Select Level 




After-Hours Clinic 

0£HJN I IfT DGtrCtfc COMMUNITY M CENTIM 

* tWSPtpi Sfctftrt pwht 


WAtK-iN HEALTH C^n-E F0* AIL AGf^ 

HEX! TO EMERGENCY ROOM AT SWEDISH CHERRY HI LI 
IrtOST IHSURAHCE5 ACCEPTED. WHY WAITT 

www.cdchc.org 206-320-5556 



a. 

LESTt^J 


TRUiTOWOUEl^ 


Abortion services 
9a Family planning 
% Quick-start birth control visit $ 35 
Well-woman exams 
% General gynecological care 
% STI and STD screenings 
Qa Pregnancy confirmation 
% Infertility evaluation 
% Preconception visits 
Colposcopies 
% Menopause care 
% Uterine biopsy 

Miscarriage management 


1 - 800 - 522-0606 • 206 - 625-0202 

1325 4th Ave., Suite 1240, Seattle, WA. 98101 

www.smawc .com 
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FOR THOSE WHO ARE ABOUT TO ROCK, WE SAJ UTE T3U. 




SEATTLE'S BEST SELECTION Of PREMIUM CANNABIS 


55 BELL ST // BELLTDWN 

WWW.HEfiBllNLEGfNDS.CW // 206-849-559G 


to mar «k n^ieim; mwari w iwm aw m inf nfcws ; w.LUJWf*:!i. n bhuhi uni a 1 

m w * eei p KafeSKdSt *h runuiFiTia im rtinzl nnroslr tiratr« « pst w an Cr m s*itf ckeh 
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Capitol Hill Block Party 2017 Map 


ENTRANCE 
(MUST HAVE TICKET) 


E PINE ST 


I 

a 

§ 

CO 



7 2 15 

* 1 

16 k 

4 

E 

14 

E 1 

H 

10 16 3 ; 

□ 

I EXIT 


13 

11 


CRR 

EGO 




l- 



21+ BEER GARDEN 

12 3 2 


STAGES 

■ MAIN 

■ VERA 

3 MODELO 
ESPECIAL 
NEUMOS 
STAGE 

4 BARBOZA 
s CHACHA 
6 DJ STAGE 

POWERED BY MACKIE 


BARS /NIGHTCLUBS 

1 BARCA 

2 BIG MARIOS 

3 COMET TAVERN 

4 GRIM'S / THE WOODS 
s HAVANA 

6 MOE BAR 

7 PURR COCKTAIL 
LOUNGE 

a UNICORN 

9 WILDROSE 

10 CAPITOL LOUNGE 

11 RHINO ROOM 



RESTAURANTS /CAFES 

1 PASEO 

2 BIMBOS 

3 CAFFE VITA 

4 CHOP HOUSE ROW 

Sundry, Spirit in the Bottle, The Scotch Pine 
Plum Bistro, Play on the Hill, Niche, Marmite 
La Spiga, Kurt Farm Shop, Honed 
Good Weather, The Cloud Room 
Cake Skincare, Bar Ferd'nand, Amandine 

s CUPCAKE ROYALE 

6 LOST LAKE CAFE 

7 MOLLY MOON'S 
a ODDFELLOWS 

9 PETTI ROSSO 

10 PIKE STREET FISH FRY 

11 POQUITOS 

12 QUINN'S 

13 RANCHO BRAVO 

14 SAM'S TAVERN 
is SWEET IRON 

1 6 IKI NA SUSHI 

17 CAPITOL COFFEE WORKS 


ARTS /MUSIC 

1 ANNEX THEATER 

2 CENTURY BALLROOM 

3 VERMILLION 

SERVICES 

1 CRYBABY STUDIOS 

2 EMERSON SALON 

3 GARY MANUEL AVEDA 
INSTITUTE 

4 HOTHOUSE SPA 
s LIFELONG 

6 SOLE REPAIR 

7 SPLASH 

8 SUPER GENIUS TATTOO 

9 SWEATBOX 

10 WORLD FAMOUS 


RETAIL 

i 35 TH NORTH 
M BAIT 

3 CASTLE MEGASTORE 

4 ELLIOTT BAY BOOKS 

5 EVERYDAY MUSIC 

6 FRAME CENTRAL 

7 NO PARKING ON PIKE 
o NUBE GREEN 

9 OUT OF THE CLOSET 

10 POST OPTIONS 

ii RETAIL THERAPY 
H RETROFIT HOME 

■ ROVE 

■ SHELL STATION 

■ TOTOKAELO 

■ ZION'S GATE 



@#Sl 


Gap |to lhil/b/ockparty* corCi 
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S A L U A 

Atelier L l n rt e r li 


Beautiful things for day and night. 
To wear in and to wear out. 


Lingerie - Loungewear - Swim - Resort 


Madrona Neighborhood • 1406 34 th Avenue 98122 
salualingerie.com • @salualingerie • #salualingerie 





LET YOUR COMPANY HAVE SOME 


* Sign Up a Company Sports T^am 






IWtvlBOmM 


rJfflte 


Links 


I'Crj, n 


Ikj-'iJiL I-IU LhJuh thi'A-a cyi lIhi Ui'k-, KmmCfkM Cuvh 


w w w.f uncorp , biz 






IX-'FlLrlll 


Bor^ny 


EhttTftU! 


www, unde rdogseattle.com 


INVEST IN HAPPY EMPLOYEES! 
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JIM BENNETT 


G et ready! Capitol Hill Block Party is upon us. 

Fear not, brave one — we’ll help you find your way through five stages of 
music, nearly 100 bands, multiple beer gardens, and hundreds of sweaty bros all 
squeezed into the Pike/Pine corridor. Yes, it’s hot (and it might be raining). And, 
yes, it’s crowded. But after the last 21 years of explosive growth, Capitol Hill Block Party 
has managed to strike a well-honed balance between big festival acts with wide appeal 
and local treasures that are waiting to be discovered — and it all takes place right here in 
our own backyard. 

Come for the headliners like EDM royalty Diplo, hiphop supergroup Run the Jewels, 
and LA-based indie folk makers Lord Huron. But stay for the other lesser-known but still 
fantastic performers like alt-hiphop artists Mykki Blanco and Lizzo — who will surely slay 
with their fiercely original styles. Watch the emotional evolution of folk-pop singer Angel 
Olsen unfold onstage, and witness Perfume Genius gracefully beguile with songs from 
his gorgeous new album. And of course, this year’s CHBP is heavy on the local talent — if 
you haven’t caught them already, Prom Queen, Charms, Gifted Gab, and Mommy Long 
Legs are all must-sees. 

We’ve got the answers to all your burning Block Party questions — critics’ picks will 
help you figure out what’s worth checking out, full schedules will let you know when to 
go, and a map will give you the details on where the stages, food vendors, bathrooms, and 
other essential spots are. Whether you decide to just duck in for a day to see your faves or 
beast-mode through the whole three-day festival is entirely up to you! Just make sure to 
soak it all up and enjoy it while it lasts. 

You can also find all of this information, plus audio and video clips for every artist and 
I i nks to buy tickets, at strangerthingstodo.com. — AMBER CORTES 


LINEUP 

ALL STAR OPERA 

(Sat, Barboza, 6:45 pm) Multi-piece 
hiphop ensemble and artist collective 
All Star Opera has grown through the 
years from a two-MCs-and-a-DJ trio to a 
six-member live band that cranks out high- 
energy bohemian grooves. KIM SELLING 

* ANGEL OLSEN 

(Sun, Main Stage, 8 pm) Angel Olsen 
just has one of those voices that knocks 
you down — visceral and versatile, familiar 
but foreign, public yet private, equally 
compelling in wail and whisper. And after 
three increasingly killer records, last year 
Olsen delivered a proper masterpiece with 
My Woman. Last time she brought her 
(killer) band to Block Party, in 2015, people 
seemed caught off guard. No excuse for 
that this year. SEAN NELSON 
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DON’T MISS 



Angel Olsen 


★ AUSTRA 

(Fri, Vera Stage, 10:45 pm) 

During a summer afternoon at 
201 1's Capitol Hill Block Party, I 
staggered into the sauna known 
as Neumos and encountered 
Austra, a female-dominated 
Canadian group who were 
singing the heaven out of emo- 
tionally fraught, goth-inflected 
electronic tunes — while busting 
graceful, fluid moves. What a 
pleasant surprise amid the indie- 
rock hegemony of that day. In 
a review of that performance, I 
wrote that Austra came off "like 
three Kate Bushes if they were 
recording for 4AD circa 1984." 
With their music, Austra come 
close to exuding the grandeur of 
Zola Jesus. This isn't really dance 
music as much as it is a show- 
case for Austra's chilly, gorgeous 
compositional skills and vocal 
dramaturgy. They're a class act. 
DAVE SEGAL 

AUTOMOTIVE STEAMHORSE 

(Fri, Barboza, 4:30 pm) North- 
west indie alt-rockers Automotive 
Steamhorse stack shoegaze 
traditions for their own develop- 
ment of experimental post-punk 
and neo-psychedelia stylings. KIM 
SELLING 


BAD FUTURE 

(Sun, Cha Cha Lounge, 6:45 

pm) Bad Future remind me of 
"matured" mid-'80s hardcore 
bands — they're still angry and 
fast, but melodic. MIKE NIPPER 

★ BAD LUCK 

(Sat, Neumos, 5:15 pm) Bad 

Luck's music bears down on you 
like a cyclone of fire, recalling the 
more out-there excursions of John 
Coltrane, Albert Ayler, and Peter 
Brotzmann. Chris Icasiano's drum- 
ming harnesses shocking power 
and does strange things to your 
perception of time and space. He 
can also get oblongly funky when 
the urge hits. Saxophonist Neil 
Welch is a dynamo of galvanic 
spluttering, ecstatic shrieks, and 
placid drones. The future of jazz? 
Perhaps! DAVE SEGAL 

THE BAD TENANTS 

(Sun, Neumos, 8 pm) Described 
by Stranger freelancer Larry 
Mizell Jr. as "Bellingham's blues- 
rap goofs," the Bad Tenants 
combine vinyl-spinning, blues- 
crooning, and bar-spitting for a 
wild live act. KIM SELLING 

BD+THESHEEKS 

(Sat, Barboza, 8:45 pm) Seattle 
psych-rock group BD+theSHEEKS 



FREE 3 DAYS OF MUSIC 



i SEPI i 
1-1 3 I 

f-3£l17 i 


OAK HARBOR 

MUSICFESfVAl 


S L ? T \- 
2 : :■ 


i 



THANKS T0 (MJH 1TTLE S PQMS Dfl 
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www.DakHarborFesiival.com 
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ARLINGION WASHINGTON 


FestivaIoftheRiver.com 


sin Srf 

TRIBE OPEN OWN? “ 


FESNVAeE 

RIVER* 


12-13august 2017 

PoW^oW 

BRAND ENntTl:39N MME5UM 

DINNER PERFORMANCE SV 

■ YELLOW BIRD HOOP DANCERS 

PETTING ZOO * LOGGING SHOW^STORV TELLERS ■ ZIP LINE * FUN ZONE 

SALMON STAGE 


SATURDAY MUSIC 

11:00AM RANDY WOOD 

12:50PM LOW DOWN DRIFTERS 
2:30 PM JESSE TAYLOR 
5:00 PM 


SUNDAY MUSIC 

11:00 AM RANDY WOOD 6 PETER All 

12:30 PM STARNAYEA 
2:30PM KEVIN JONES SAND 
5:00PM (Tom^ 


7R0LJI Mil 

HARVEST MOON i> SASH THE TRASH t> DAVID NELLIS i> JP FALCO 
DANA LYONS & NEW OLD TIME CHAUTAUQUA CIRCUS 
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DON’T MISS 


RENATA RAKSHA 

Austra 


(previously known as Branden 
Daniel & the Chics) have been 
fine-tuning their synth-heavy, 
garage-adjacent sound over the 
years and are really hitting their 
stride with their latest album, 7, 
2 AND A3. KIM SELLING 


vocals give a sweet flavor to the 
sound. AMBER CORTES 

CHARLIE AND THE RAYS 

(Sat, Barboza, 4:45 pm) Charlie 
and the Rays make sunshiny, vita- 
min D-rich folk pop. KYLE FLECK 



/ rH T." VI HIK I¥t I 

PIZZA 


BLOCK PARTY 
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BIDDADAT 

(Sat, Barboza, 3:45 pm) Neo- 
funk fusion group Biddadat pull 
together elements of electronica, 
alternative rock, and true funk 
for a sound influenced by their 
small-town origins. KIM SELLING 

★ BREAKS & SWELLS 

(Sun, Neumos, 5:15 pm) 

Soulful, classy, expressive, 
percussive — just a few words 
you can use to describe this 
funky, fun, seven-piece Seattle 
band. They pack the stage — and 
people let loose and dance up 
a storm to good old jazzy and 
blues riffs as lead singer Mar- 
quetta Miller's sugary coated 


★ CHARMS 

(Sun, Cha Cha Lounge, 7:45 

pm) Charms are among a 
burgeoning wave of Seattle post- 
punk groups writing tumultuous, 
infernal songs to mirror the 
dangerous times in which we 
live. Like some perturbed combo 
of Siouxsie & the Banshees and 
Killing Joke, the trio churn out 
end-time jams that bless these 
future ruins with surprisingly 
melodic panache. DAVE SEGAL 

★ CHERRY GLAZERR 

(Fri, Vera Stage, 8:15 pm) It's 
easy to regard Cherry Glaz- 
err with skepticism. They've 
got a candy-sweet name, the 
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frontwoman is an actress (Mar- 
gaux on Transparent), and they 
achieved liftoff faster than most, 
but that's what happens when 
a fashion designer (Yves Saint 
Laurent's Hedi Slimane) digs a 
band and uses their music in a 
campaign. Fortunately, Clemen- 
tine Creevy's combo deserves the 
exposure. In the context of the 
Los Angeles music scene, they 
slot between Missing Persons 
and Dum Dum Girls by weaving 
garage pop and new wave with 
a touch of the darker stuff. On 
their third record, Apoca lipstick, 
Creevy recalls Sinead O'Connor as 
she wraps her swooping soprano 
around songs about gleeful 
slobs and social-media addicts. If 
Rookie magazine were a band, 
it would sound like this. KATHY 
FENNESSY 

★ CLOUD NOTHINGS 

(Sun, Main Stage, 3:45 pm) At 

its genesis some eight years ago, 
Cloud Nothings was something 
of a butterfly net for the loose 
ideas that materialized during 
the gaps in songwriter Dylan 
Baldi's college course schedule. 
Some great pop-punk flashes 
emerged from those early days, 
but those splatters on a canvas 
have undergone hard-worked 
revisions under the fine-grit 
sandpaper of time, and through 
no accident, Baldi and gang 
have become an acclaimed indie 
band. The sun-kissed waves that 
grace the cover of this year's Life 
Without Sound foretell of an 
even more substantial polish- 
ing, and Baldi's words glisten 
(ever slightly) more hopefully 
than before. The bleak beauty of 
Cloud Nothings' weighty guitar 
lines and Baldi's innate knack 
for melody still shine through, 
though, and songs like door- 
slamming closer "Realize My 
Fate" are clear evidence Cloud 
Nothings still have the vital angst 
they set out with. TODD HAMM 

★ CONSTANT LOVERS 

(Fri, Cha Cha Lounge, 9:45 pm) 

It used to be that people em- 
ployed the term "wall of sound" 
to describe the studio production 


work of now-convicted murderer/ 
hairpiece cautionary tale Phil Spec- 
tor. But bands of today provide 
an all-consuming product well 
beyond anything Spector did with 
the Ronettes or anyone else. Seat- 
tle four-piece Constant Lovers are 
one of those bands: Everything 
about their sound is mammoth, 
imposing, and — incidentally — a 
total blast. GRANT BRISSEY 

★ COSMOS 

(Sat, Main Stage, 2:15 pm) 

Seattle sextet Cosmos won 201 6's 
EMP Sound Off!, a battle-of-the- 
bands competition among the 
Northwest's under-21 demo- 
graphic. Often, such awards 
inspire skepticism, but Cosmos 
exhibit genuine national-class 
talent. Their sound's a brash com- 
mingling of rap, funk, jazz, and 
electronic music, capped by vocal- 
ist Campana's Kanye-esque lyrical 
bravado. No joke: Cosmos have 
the potential to become the next 
BADBADNOTGOOD. DAVE SEGAL 

COUNTRY UPS 

(Sun, Neumos, 10 pm) Back in 
2012, we profiled the Country 
Lips' guitarist Alex Leake in our 
"Men Who Rock!" issue. When 
asked to explain the group's 


success, he offered, "Well, we 
apparently look good enough 
to attract a lot of wedding gigs, 
but they always seem to pair us 
with a pig roast." But the eight 
men of the Country Lips are more 
than just pretty faces that go 
well with roast pork, as you'll see 
when they return to the stage: 
They're capable of keeping danc- 
ers bounding around until deep 
into the night. JOULE ZELMAN 

CUFF LYNX 

(Fri, Barboza, 9:30 pm) There 
is a huge representation of both 
electronic and funk genres at this 
year's festival, but my bet is that 
this Bellingham DJ duo isn't go- 
ing to let anyone come into their 
backyard and push their record 
crates around. Cuff Lynx have 
also remixed — to rump shaking 
effect — songs by other region- 
ally known acts like STRFKR and 
the Flavr Blue, so be there when 
they break those tunes out. SEAN 
JEWELL 

★ DANNY BROWN 

(Sun, Main Stage, 5:15 pm) A 

proud disciple of Prince's "Dirty 
Mind," Detroit rapper Danny 
Brown combines hilarious, raun- 
chy verses with frazzle-dazzle 


flows and productions that don't 
give many fucks about hiphop 
conventions. (Who else boasts 
harder about his cunnilingus 
skills? Who else laces tracks with 
This Heat, Hawkwind, and Guru 
Guru samples?) Brown's latest 
album on Warp, Atrocity Exhibi- 
tion, finds him honing his wit and 
articulate yawp over some of the 
most interesting music in over- 
ground hiphop. DAVE SEGAL 

★ DIET CIG 

(Sun, Vera Stage, 5 pm) 

Upstate New York duo Diet 
Cig appear to have been raised 
exclusively on the K Records 
back catalog, with an especially 
heavy serving of Mirah circa You 
Think It's Like This but Really It's 
Like This. The "slop pop" of Alex 
Luciano and Noah Bowman posi- 
tively teems with all the usual K 
hallmarks: slacker casualness, lo-fi 
pedigree, effortlessly appealing 
hooks and, crucially, songs that 
sound like they were written 
in a worn-down Moleskine. "I 
can't play instruments very well/ 
and I'll eat all of your cereal/but 
I'll never be a smoker/'cuz the 
second cigarette makes me feel 
like shit," aren't exactly lyrics 
you'd expect from a heartbroken 
cheater's anthem, but by the 
time Luciano's belting out lines 
like "If I told you I loved you/I 
don't know who it would scare 
away faster" on single "Sleep 
Talk," chances are good you'll be 
coming down with a case of the 
feels. KYLE FLECK 

DIPLO 

(Sun, Main Stage, 9:45 pm) 

From 2004's down-tempo 
sampledelic classic Florida to the 
festival-ready EDM-pop cross- 
over appeal of today, Diplo has 
continued to meddle in a "global 
citizen" aesthetic for almost two 
decades. He'll return to Seattle to 
haze the masses with his sporty, 
sweaty, and vaguely Caribbean 
sway. KIM SELLING 

★ DREAMCATCHR 

(Sun, Barboza, 5:45 pm) 

Formed in 2015, dreamcatchr 
are a promising local indie unit 
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Gifted Gab 


featuring the intertwined vocal 
prowess of guitarist and founder 
Raven MacDaniels and Shannon 
Clark layered over catchy drum 
beats and crisp, pop-infused bass 
lines. You'll find hints of Beach 
House and Tame Impala within 
their supple, bright melodies. 
AMBER CORTES 

EX LICKS 

(Sun, Cha Cha Lounge, 4:45 

pm) Local supergroup Ex Licks — 
made up of Seattle music scene 
vets Alex Noble, Dan Paulus, 
and Shawn Kock — take their 
cues from '70s garage rock and 
punk traditions, and have been 
gigging around town for the last 
year. KIM SELLING 

EYEO 

(Fri, Cha Cha Lounge, 5:45 pm) 

Bay Area scene veterans Kevin 
Woodruff and Jason Schwartz 
make up Eye O, a psychedelic 
thrash concept meant to induce a 
trance-like state simply from the 
density of their post-punk and 
ambient noise soundscapes. KIM 
SELLING 

FAUNA SHADE 

(Fri, Neumos, 5:45 pm) One of 

the jewels in the EMI crown of 
up-and-coming Everett bands is 
Fauna Shade, a snarling, tonally 
dualistic mass of heavily reverbed 


scratch-crooning, easily at home 
in a dank (from both weed and 
weather) basement as in a sun- 
dappled sylvan grove. It's the 
sonic equivalent of getting ham- 
mered alone outside while you 
wander around reflecting on your 
summer bummers. KIM SELLING 

FLOR 

(Fri, Vera Stage, 7 pm) Hav- 
ing racked up opening gigs for 
star-studded headliners like 
Halsey, COIN, and Colony House, 
Flor continue to improve upon 
their R&B-drenched electro-pop 
perfect for summer parties with 
their 2017 release come out 
you're hiding. KIM SELLING 

FUCKED & BOUND 

(Sat, Cha Cha Lounge, 7:45 

pm) Seattle hardcore supergroup 
Fucked & Bound — consisting of 
Lisa Mungo and Brian McClel- 
land of He Whose Ox Is Gored, 
musician Brock Lowry, and Curtis 
Parker of Witch Ripper — recently 
released their own 7-inch and 
have been gigging around town, 
supported by local noise-makers. 
KIM SELLING 

GIBRALTAR 

(Sat, Neumos, 2 pm) A tumultu- 
ous rock group with a knack for 
surging dynamics and rousing 
buildups, Gibraltar sound like a 
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passionate convergence of Inter- 
pol and Built to Spill. DAVE SEGAL 

★ GIFTED GAB 

(Fri, Neumos, 8:15 pm) Gifted 
Gab's gift of gab is solid. With 
roots in Seattle's hiphop crew 
Moor Gang, Gab is blessed with 
a strong lyrical bite as she raps 
about her love of blunts and 
the annihilation of her punk-ass 
enemies with unrepentant swag- 
ger. Gab calls her hypnotic style 
"girl rap" — and she swiftly and 
supremely struts her stuff along 
the likes of Lauryn Hill, Lil' Kim, 
and Missy Elliott. AMBER CORTES 

★ THE GODS THEMSELVES 

(Fri, Barboza, 6:30 pm) Seattle 
trio the Gods Themselves are 
reaching the apex of an upward 
trajectory that began in 2014 
with their self-titled debut. 

Their knack for huge, honkin' 
hooks that exude toughness and 
hedonism has never wavered over 
their three increasingly polished 
albums. Pink Noise and Be My 
Animal find the Gods Them- 
selves — vocalist/guitarist Astra 
Elane, baritone guitarist/vocalist 
Dustin Patterson, and drummer 
Collin O'Meara — striving for 
commercial success without com- 
promising integrity. They know 
how to make glam rock, disco, 
and new wave achieve ornate 
peaks of melody and groove. 
DAVE SEGAL 

★ GRYNCH 

(Sat, Neumos, 9 pm) If you 

pay attention — and you will 
never go wrong doing just 
that, trust me there — you know 
Grynch's trademark thought- 
ful everyman steez, and either 
you rock with it or you don't. 

If you do, you'll be glad to 
hear the 2017 edition. He's still 
taunting doubters and brag- 
ging on his young-vet status in 
the Six, keeping it West Coast, 
and being as disarmingly self- 
deprecating as ever. The smooth 
'80s grooves and R&B assists that 
served him so well last time out 
are even slicker, and he sounds 
even more at home in the mix — 
if town-rap ever had an earthy 


Bobby Caldwell, it's him. And 
just like Mr. Do for Love, Grynch 
is just as fucking nostalgic as 
ever — he's virtually Seattle rap's 
Kevin Arnold. LARRY MIZELL JR. 

★ HAUNTED HORSES 

(Fri, Cha Cha Lounge, 6:45 

pm) These increasingly grim 
times call for rock groups that 
both mirror America's dark- 
ness and offer catharsis from 
it. Behold Seattle's Haunted 
Horses (drummer Myke Pel ly 
and guitarist Colin Dawson), 
whose cantankerous post-punk 
salvos puncture your malaise 
even as they magnify your angst. 
Haunted Horses are probably 
the closest thing this city has to 
Liars: clangorous, angular, black/ 
gray rock heavy on the tom-tom 
thumping. Ride on for the dark- 
ness. DAVE SEGAL 

HEADWAVES 

(Sat, Neumos, 3 pm) Seattle 
four-piece Headwaves concoct 
a mix of hazy dream pop with 
ambitious synth rock that focuses 
on themes of love, depression, 
and desire. KIM SELLING 

★ HEIRESS 

(Sat, Cha Cha Lounge, 9:45 

pm) A heavy band with a heavy 
pedigree (led by singer John 
Pettibone of Undertow and 
Himsa), Heiress gather strains of 
metal and hardcore, combine 
them with a nod to the Stoogey 
melodic murk that runs thick 
through the veins of Seattle rock, 
and bind it all together with 
urgency and artistry that feels 
new and explosively powerful. 
Even if you think you're not into 
this kind of sound, these guys 
are commanding in ways most 
bands can't even dream of. SEAN 
NELSON 

HELLERGRAVE 

(Sun, Cha Cha Lounge, 3:45 

pm) Emanating from the work of 
singer-songwriter Christiaan Mor- 
ris, HellerGrave explore dark, raw 
emotions within log-cabin-style 
folk music in ways both warmly 
honest and deeply brooding. KIM 
SELLING 
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★ HE WHOSE OX IS GORED 

(Sun, IMeumos, 4:15 pm) Local 
post-hardcore-gone-doom quar- 
tet He Whose Ox Is Gored are 
known for their innate ability to 
make assaulting your eardrums 
seem pleasurable, with a knack 
for invoking a crushing sense 
of dark, delicate heaviness that 
commands your attention. KIM 
SELLING 

★ ILLFIGHTYOU 

(Sat, Neumos, 7:45 pm) 

ILLFIGHTYOU is a crew of Tacoma 
ruffians: knuckle sandwich art- 
ist EvergreenOne — formerly of 
the group City Hall — producer 
and sometimes MC Khris P, and 
the sprrrr-ding, full-clip spit of 
one Ugly Frank. If you enjoy the 
over-the-top nihilist menace of 
early Odd Future sprinkled with 
a little Schoolboy Q-type bang- 
bang, these are your guys out of 
the Northwest right now. LARRY 
MIZELL JR. 

JAIWOLF 

(Sat, Main Stage, 9 pm) Pro- 
ducer Jai Wolf has been gaining 
notoriety for his adept skill at 
blending pop and hiphop ele- 
ments, gaining high profile fans 
like Skrillex, and collaborating 
with Alesso, Dirty South, Melanie 
Martinez, ODESZA, and more. 
KIM SELLING 


★ JULIE BYRNE 

(Sun, Main Stage, 2:30 pm) 

As far as the genres of folk and 
pop go, there are some top-tier 
tunes from Julie Byrne. But with 
her wounded, ethereal voice 
being the takeaway standout on 
her albums, one wonders if she 
might be better served pulling 
a Julianna Barwick and allowing 
her vocals to twist and turn in 
the spotlight over new age-style 
backing tracks. There's potential 
here; what matters most is what 
Byrne does with it. KYLE FLECK 

★ KATIE KATE 

(Fri, Neumos, 9:30 pm) I first 
saw Katie Kate at CHBP in 2014 
and was impressed with her 
chameleon-like command of 
various genres (and instruments), 
enchanted by her quirky, vibrant 
performance style, and addicted 
to those fresh, killer hooks. Now, 
after a (too) long hiatus, Katie 
Kate is back with a new album 
and an edgier, emotionally raw, 
but skillfully produced pop feel. 
AMBER CORTES 

★ KNOWMADS 

(Sun, Vera Stage, 4 pm) 

KnowMads — the only NW 
rap crew distinguished by an 
owl logo (that aren't named 
"Oldominion") — are people's 
champions, professional 
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Lord Huron 


purveyors of posi-perseverance 
rap. Their trademarks are warm 
production and introspective lyr- 
ics that would resonate with any 
twentysomething in the North- 
west, that is to say, any generally 
kicked-back weed smoker. Know- 
Mads' Tom Pepe and producer 
Jesse Judd (you might know 
him as Jester already) dropped 
their own album LiveGood, 
honing well enough their crew's 
reflective backpack style. LARRY 
MIZELL JR. 

★ KUNGFOOGRIP 

(Sat, Barboza, 7:45 pm) The 

MCs of Kirkland's Kung Foo 
Grip — the afro'd Greg Cypher 
and the dread-shaking Eff Is 
H — are classic-minded, upper- 
range-voiced spitters in the 
vein of prime-time Hiero, but 
they're no real-rap revivalists. 
Since their quickly embraced 
appearance as teens upon the 
scene, they've been as commit- 
ted to progression as they have 
to their incendiary live presen- 
tation. Their production has 
morphed from jazzy loops and 
boom bap to cloudy trap, their 
couplets from merely impres- 
sive rhymes to naked emotion, 
they've never once sounded 
out of their lane, always honed 
their trajectory, always re- 
mained fans first of the area's 
i I lest shit — very based. God- 
speed, gents — don't let up. 
LARRY MIZELL JR. 

★ KYLE CRAFT 

(Fri, Vera Stage, 6 pm) How 

is it even possible to be as 
unbelievably catchy and ebul- 
lient as Kyle Craft? And how is 
it that the instant some people 
open their mouths or play a 
few notes on a slapped back 
piano you're suddenly sucked 
up into a sweet, sad tornado of 
Badfinger, Emitt Rhodes, Harry 
Nilsson, Shoes, Velvet Crush, 
et al? And what happened to 
the days when you could see 
a different proper power pop 
band every night of the week in 
Seattle? Don't answer. I know 
what happened to those days. 
SEAN NELSON 


THE LAST ARTFUL, DODGR 

(Sat, Vera Stage, 4 pm) Sing- 
rapper and hiphop artist The 
Last Artful, Dodgr incorporates 
themes of her Los Angeles back- 
ground and Portland base into 
her music, cultivating a sound 
that is completely present and 
aware of itself, with complex 
melodies and a constantly mutat- 
ing system of cadences. KIM 
SELLING 

★ THE LIFE AND TIMES 

(Sat, Vera Stage, 5 pm) For 

the past several weeks, I've 
been haunted by a drumbeat. It 
just popped into my head one 
day, and I couldn't figure out 
where it came from. I kept try- 
ing to describe it to people, sure 
that it was so distinctive that it 
must be from a vaguely popular 
song, maybe one by Radiohead. 
It has a hyperactive kick- 
drum-snare-high-hat interplay, 
juxtaposed with a minimalist 
guitar melody. Well, it turns out 
it's from "Day Eleven" by the 
Life and Times. In many ways, 
it makes sense that I never sus- 
pected this relatively unknown 
Chicago band of being the 
originator of this incredibly 
tight beat. It owes much to '90s 
alt-rock band Failure (and Ken 
Andrews's whole space-rock 


aesthetic) — the sound of a giant 
melting sun. But damn, that 
beat. KATHLEEN RICHARDS 

LIONS AMBITION 

(Fri, Vera Stage, 4 pm) Local 
group Lions Ambition utilize the 
talents of each of their seven 
members for a new take on 
blending soulful hiphop with 
high energy indie rock. KIM 
SELLING 

★ LIZZO 

(Sat, Main Stage, 7:30 pm) 

Get your self-care on with some 
smart, body-positive, feminist rap 
by Lizzo! There's no way not to 
feel good as Lizzo throws down 
her witty repartee with total 
charisma, clever pop-culture ref- 
erences, and a unique flow. Her 
latest EP, Coconut Oil, shows off 
her diva-level voice with a mix of 
gospel, hiphop, and even EDM. 
AMBER CORTES 

★ LORD HURON 

(Sat, Main Stage, 10:30 pm) 

LA's Lord Huron have issued two 
albums of luminous folk pop 
that feels breezily effortless 
and expansive, their sweep- 
ing anthemic drive imbued 
with a Springsteenian/War on 
Drugs-like indie-rock appeal. 
Instrumentals are marked by 
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cascading, Afrobeat-influenced 
guitar melodies and lush percus- 
sive textures, with an infusion of 
languid, salt-stained Cali sound 
qualities on 201 5's Strange Trails, 
while frontman Ben Schnei- 
der's ethereal lead vocals soar 
over or intertwine with those 
of his bandmates to ascend in 
exquisite multi-voice chorales or 
stirring calls and cooing harmo- 
nies. LEILANI POLK 

★ LUCYDACUS 

(Fri, Main Stage, 4 pm) 

There's a line in Lucy Dacus's 
song "Direct Address" that I 
probably haven't gone more 
than a week without singing, 
saying, thinking, feeling since I 
heard her ludicrously good de- 
but album, No Burden, early last 
year: "I let my mind get turned 
inside out/ Just to see what the 
kids were laughing about/ And 
it wasn't worth understand- 
ing/ Something I could've gone 
my whole life not knowing." 
Wisdom, ladies and gentlemen. 

I mention this by way of both 
celebrating and apologizing for 
how nice it feels to hear smart, 
shrewd songs like hers — which 
would fit perfectly on every mix- 
tape I made in 1995 — in 2017. 
SEAN NELSON 

MAGIC GIANT 

(Sat, Vera Stage, 9:45 pm) 

Indie folk group Magic Giant 
plan out all their live shows 
as a vehicle for the utmost in 
party movement, utilizing banjo 
players and DJs alike to develop 
an expansive festival vibe for 
their audience members. KIM 
SELLING 

★ MANATEE COMMUNE 

(Sat, Main Stage, 4:45 pm) 

Manatee Commune is gaining 
momentum as a producer of 
pleasant, chillworthy elec- 
tronic songcraft with crossover 
potential. The Bellingham 
multi-instrumentalist has a 
sweet touch with melodies 
and a keen ear for vocalists — 
Moorea Masa, Marina Price, 
and Flint Eastwood — who 
complement his dewy, pastel 
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Mykki Blanco 


tonal bouquets and delicate 
rhythmic origami. Manatee 
Commune's self-titled album on 
Bastard Jazz explores the lushly 
beauteous, almost symphonic 
territory of fellow Washingto- 
nians Odesza, but on a more 
intimate scale. Overall, the 
production is too well-scrubbed 
and cute for my taste, but 
there's no denying the meticu- 
lous craftsmanship of it. This 
young man's going to go far. 
DAVE SEGAL 

★ MASTER BEDROOM 

(Sat, Cha Cha Lounge, 3:45 

pm) Master Bedroom (aka Ster- 
ling Callier) makes ramshackle, 
bedroom-fi rock that ricochets 
around your dome with the 
immediacy of early Guided by 
Voices, early White Fence, and 
R. Stevie Moore. Callier is an ec- 
centric musician with an excess of 
energy and off-kilter songwriting 
chops, and I expect very good 
things from him this year, with 
a concomitant rise in his profile. 
DAVE SEGAL 

★ MISCOMINGS 

(Sun, Cha Cha Lounge, 2:45 

pm) Seattle foursome Miscom- 
ings make the sort of truculent, 
menacing noise rock that citizens 
of this increasingly frustrating 
metropolis need, and they do so 


without totally excising melody 
from the equation. Their 2016 
EP Bag of Knives vividly exhibits 
Miscomings' caustic, urgent bul- 
letins from the underground. The 
music's a whirling ball of tension 
and catharsis. DAVE SEGAL 

★ MOMMY LONG LEGS 

(Fri, Cha Cha Lounge, 7:45 

pm) Mommy Long Legs play 
fun, fast punk about inappro- 
priate topics. They celebrate 
the fart, the belch, and being 
weird, all while railing against 
condo-dwelling bros, catcall- 
ers, and other assorted assholes 
with a flair for both mischievous 
hilarity and good ol' punk-rock 
pissed-off-edness. It's all very ca- 
thartic, to say the least. AMBER 
CORTES 

★ MURAMASA 

(Fri, Main Stage, 7:45 pm) 

Growing up on the remote 
island of Guernsey in the English 
Channel, Alex Crossan (aka 
Mura Masa) experimented with 
punk, metal, and even gospel 
before firmly planting his feet in 
electronic music. Fusing future 
bass and R&B, trap, calypso, and 
hiphop, his viral hit "Love$ick" 
broke Spotify back in early 2016. 
Mura Masa's debut album came 
out in July; expect big things. 
AMBER CORTES 
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★ MY GOODNESS 

(Fri, Neumos, 11:15 pm) 

My Goodness are the Seattle 
torque-and-stomp blues-fired 
duo of Joel Schneider and Ethan 
Jacobsen. Schneider's Verellen- 
amped guitar sound caves into 
Jacobsen's drums like a landslide. 
Jacobsen's totemic, ore-cracked 
cymbals, snare, and kick receive 
and reciprocate the landslide, 
hammering back the vibra- 
tions with sturdy balance and 
malt-liquored lilting. Schneider's 
muscle-toned vocals (See also: 
Absolute Monarchs) are a fur- 
nace of screams, but can switch 
to a bullet-in-the-heart croon in 
seconds. TRENT MOORMAN 

★ MYKKI BLANCO 

(Sun, Vera Stage, 7:30 pm) 

Queer hiphop artist Mykki Blanco 
is more interesting than a Twitter 
hashtag. Though Blanco might 
have made headlines for getting a 
"Fuck Trump" tattoo in Paris and 
an alleged homophobic incident 
on a Delta airlines flight, Blanco's 
music is more intriguing. With dis- 
torted punk, a cameo from Bikini 
Kill's Kathleen Hanna, and queer- 
centric lyrics, Blanco's last EP, Gay 
Dog Food (2014), challenged 
the rap rulebook and played 


outside the genre's rigid lines. On 
Mykki — Blanco's debut LP released 
in September 2016 — punk, pop, 
punk, dance, industrial, even 
string music — all make appear- 
ances. AMBER CORTES 

NAKED GIANTS 

(Sat, Vera Stage, 8:30 pm) I wit- 
nessed local trio Naked Giants play 
the finals at 201 5's EMP Sound 
Off! battle of the (underage) 
bands. With technical proficiency 
and stage moves well beyond 
their years, they created an energy 
that was so exuberant and stage 
banter so vigorously chipper, I 
thought maybe they weren't really 
underage, but rather hired actors 
to play the perfect, super-fun 
young band to inspire musically 
inclined youth to "FOLLOW THEIR 
DREAMS IN ALL CAPS [high jump 
with guitar]\" Much of their rock/ 
alt/blues music nods to the early- 
2000s garage-rock revival a la the 
Hives and White Stripes (thank- 
fully without the severe color 
schemes), plus healthy pinches of 
more modern fuzz guitar like Ty 
Segall. EMILY NOKES 

★ NEWAXEYES 

(Sun, Neumos, 3:15 pm) 

Newaxeyes' Randall Dunn-pro- 
duced debut album, Black Fax, 
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DON’T MISS 



Prom Queen 


is stuck in record-company lim- 
bo, but initial listens prove that 
the wait will be worth it. An 
1 1 -track confluence of brood- 
ing rock majesty and chthonic, 
abstract-electronic expression- 
ism, the record refines the local 
quartet's tumultuous improvi- 
sational live performances into 
gathering-storm soundscapes 
and meditative Eno-esque art 
songs, a free-floating un- 
easiness coursing through the 
record's DNA. They're not only 
one of Seattle's best bands, but 
one of America's, as well. DAVE 
SEGAL 

NICK WEAVER 

(Fri, Barboza, 8:30 pm) Up and 

coming alt MC and producer Nick 
Weaver braids influences from 
the Pacific Northwest under- 
ground hiphop scene, as well as 
base personal themes like anxiety 
and desire, throughout his work. 
KIM SELLING 

★ NONAME 

(Fri, Main Stage, 5:15 pm) If 

you ever fooled yourself that 
contemporary hiphop couldn't 
be tender, soulful, and non- 
corny, pick up Telefone, one 
of 201 6's best rap albums, the 
debut release of Chicagoan 
Fatima "Noname" Warner. She 
sits squarely in the constellation 
of heartfelt, populist Midwest 
hiphop artists who orbit (and 
are technically more interest- 
ing than) Chance the Rapper. 
Noname's sharp-but-susurrant 
murmur recalls Chano, Jean Grae, 
and even Lauryn Hill's smoother 
moments on the mic — flowing, 
sometimes spilling over the banks 
of the beat, warm and comfort- 
ing as Day One in times of crisis. 
First heard on Mick Jenkins's 
Trees & Truths tape, then on Acid 
Rap's "Lost," Noname has had 
an organic ascent into a head- 
liner. She's a blissfully hype-light 
success story. Extra credit: Jamila 
Woods's Noname-featuring "VRY 
BLK" (from Woods's also essential 
HEAVN) bubbles over with a 
delicate, childlike joy in being 
melanin-rich. Purest Black Girl 
Magic. LARRY MIZELL JR. 


OLD IRON 

(Sat, Cha Cha Lounge, 8:45 

pm) Heavy locals Old Iron make 
pretty metal melodies on the 
low-toned sludge end of the 
genre spectrum. KIM SELLING 

PATSY’S RATS 

(Sat, Cha Cha Lounge, 4:45 

pm) Portland pop-rockers Patsy's 
Rats involve a rotating cast of 
Rose City rascals who together 
concoct '70s-influenced bedroom 
pop, and are led by ex-Scavenger 
Cunt member Patsy Gelb and 
Christian Blunda of Mean Jeans. 
KIM SELLING 

★ PERFUME GENIUS 

(Sun, Vera Stage, 9 pm) When 
"genius" is right there in your 
band name, you're going to 
have to deliver. Fortunately, 

Mike Hadreas figured out how 
to summon the goods. The first 
two records were real good, but 
Perfume Genius achieved a glory 
on 201 4's Too Bright that only 
grew more glorious on this year's 
No Shape. If there's any justice, 
he'll be carried out of this year's 
Block Party on a team of white 
stallions. SEAN NELSON 

★ PHANTOMS 

(Sat, Main Stage, 3:30 pm) LA 

electronic duo Phantoms look 
like nice, attractive young men. 
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playing their sets in suits, using 
glow-in-the-dark drumsticks, 
releasing their music on the 
Universal Music subsidiary, Casa- 
blanca/Republic. As evidenced by 
their buoyant EP, Broken Halo, 
Phantoms are going to be festival 
fixtures, because festivalgoers 
love their sort of hooky, smooth, 
vocal-centric dance fare. DAVE 
SEGAL 

★ PINK PARTS 

(Fri, Cha Cha Lounge, 8:45 pm) 

Newish band Pink Parts churn 
out direct and powerful feminist- 
punk/hardcore jams. Their demo is 
forcefully dynamic, and a video of 
a recent show points to 1990s riot- 
grrrl/queercore bands like Team 
Dresch or Tribe 8. BRITTNIE FULLER 

PLASTIC PICNIC 

(Sun, Vera Stage, 3 pm) Four 
Pacific Northwest residents 
moved separately to Brooklyn, 
where they all met and formed a 
band. The band in question, Plas- 
tic Picnic, make indie party rock 
inspired by '80s synth lines and 
tropical rhythms. KIM SELLING 

POSSIXCHBP 

(Sat, Neumos, 10:30 pm; Sat, 
Barboza, 10 pm) Social media 
collective and "culture studio" 
Possi will be at the helm of both 
the Barboza and Neumos stages. 
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providing a high energy end to 
the evening with notable DJs and 
wild visuals. KIM SELLING 

★ PROM QUEEN 

(Sat, Neumos, 4 pm) Seattle's 
self-styled "doom-wop" purveyors 
Prom Queen are commanded and 
steered by Leeni Ramadan, whose 
vocals have a charming sweet- 
ness that shifts to slinky and sly to 
match the moodiness of her band's 
music — a combination of '60s 
surf pop and girl group doo-wop 
treated with noir-ish overtones 
and dramatic spaghetti western 
sonic flourishes and textures. 

Their rendering of Laura Palmer's 
Twin Peaks instrumental motif as 
done in the style of S U R V I V E's 
Stranger Things theme is a must- 
hear. Look it up. LEI LAN I POLK 

★ RAVENNA WOODS 

(Sun, Neumos, 9 pm) A shape- 
shifter of a band that never fails 
to surprise and delight with their 
fast, dark, moody songs. If you saw 
them a few years ago, you might 
think of Ravenna Woods as brood- 
ing guitar rockers, but their more 
recent material — no less brood- 
ing, no less guitar — is spry and 
wily, with new wave keyboards 
and dance rhythms to enliven the 
stormy mood. SEAN NELSON 

REMEMBER FACE 

(Sun, Barboza, 2:45 pm) Local 
Southside hiphop duo Remember 
Face, made up of rapper Chima 
The S and producer Andrew 
Savoie, play to their strengths, 
with biting rap commentary 
cutting through the heavy, multi- 
layered production. KIM SELLING 

★ RUN THE JEWELS 

(Fri, Main Stage, 10:45 pm) 

Killer Mike and El-P are each fine 
rap artists in their own right. 
Together, they're an alt-hiphop 
match made in heaven. El-P is 
aggressive and serpentine in 
his rhymes, a lover of the sci-fi 
metaphor, and brings austere 
production values to their mixes 
(along with select guests), while 
Killer Mike leans more to political 
and social commentary, and has 
a deliberate-quick delivery style 
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DON’T MISS 


Run the Jewels 


(and he knows how to snake 
some verses, too). In sum, the 
super-duper duo complement 
each other well and have kept the 
greatness going with this year's 
Run the Jewels III. LEI LAN I POLK 

SAINT CLAIRE 

(Sat, Vera Stage, 6 pm) 

Seattleite John Sinclair creates 
violin-fronted alternative indie 
pop (under the name Saint 
Claire). KIM SELLING 

SASHAY 

(Sun, Cha Cha Lounge, 

5:45 pm) Sweat your entire life 
away thrashing to the beauty 
pageant punks of Sashay, who 
perform with the intention to 
bankrupt you of all your identi- 
ties but the most debased of your 
core. KIM SELLING 

★ SCARLET PARKE 

(Fri, Barboza, 7:30 pm) Usher- 
ing in the evening is Seattle's 
own blues-pop singer-songwriter 
Scarlet Parke, who has a velvety- 
rich vocal timbre and a powerful 
set of pipes that can creep 
low and sultry, scale to belting 


heights, or sass and snap as she 
sings it like it is. Her four-piece 
backing band includes saxophon- 
ist Frank Vitolo, and his brass 
accompaniment drives her points 
home without feeling over- 
wrought or excessively smooth. 
LEILANI POLK 

★ SELECT LEVEL 

(Sun, Cha Cha Lounge, 8:45 

pm) Select Level is the creative 
outlet of Seattle multi-instru- 
mentalist/producer Andy Sells (he 
juggles drums, drum machines, 
and percussion, as well as analog 
synths, bass, and vocals that 
vary between falsetto coos and 
breathy croons). He started mak- 
ing music that drew on his retro 
influences five summers ago, and 
the result is a marriage of heady, 
post-disco funk and '80s-dosed 
dance pop that'll get your hips 
swinging and head bobbing. Live, 
he's joined by Joel Cuplin (gui- 
tar), Doug Port (drums), and Noel 
Brass Jr. (keys). LEILANI POLK 

SKATING POLLY 

(Sat, Vera Stage, 2 pm) Peyton 
and Kelli of Skating Polly oscillate 







Thundercat 


between rowdy punk and sarcas- 
tic, shiny pop. KIM SELLING 

SLEEPING LESSONS 

(Sun, Barboza, 8 pm) Sleeping 
Lessons have reunited and are 
back to playing indie rock with 
a synth-heavy backdrop. KIM 
SELLING 

SLEEPY GENES 

(Sat, Cha Cha Lounge, 6:45 

pm) Jess Bonin expanded her solo 
songwriting project into Sleepy 
Genes, an indie alt rock group that 
pulls from '90s classics and bold 
arena-style energy. KIM SELLING 

★ SLOUCHER 

(Fri, Vera Stage, 5 pm) I 

just know that the moment I 
heard Sloucher's Certainty EP, 
it sounded deeply familiar. 

Not because it's derivative, but 
because the sounds it's made 
from are the default mode of my 
musical consciousness, pleasure 
center, and soul. Whatever that 
may or may not be worth in the 
swingin' marketplace of ideas, it 
means a lot to me. Dusky voiced 
songwriter Jay Clancy has my 
melodic number. The lyrics are 
smart and rhythmic, the playing 


is nimble and inventive, the scale 
is humble, even the distortion is 
pleasing. SEAN NELSON 

SLOW ELK 

(Sat, Cha Cha Lounge, 5:45 pm) 

Rowdy Seattle punks Slow Elk 
like to keep it weird, with singles 
like "Christ Farley" and a raucous 
stage presence that typically leads 
to stripteases and marching-band- 
style thrash. KIM SELLING 

★ SNAKEHIPS 

(Sun, Main Stage, 6:30 pm) 

Blog house superheroes Snake- 
hips' remix of "Warm Water" by 
Banks essentially made her entire 
career worthwhile, and while we 
wouldn't say the same of all their 
remixes, they're reliably groovy 
dance technicians. KYLE FLECK 

TANGO ALPHA TANGO 

(Fri, Barboza, 5:30 pm) Port- 
land indie rockers Tango Alpha 
Tango spin their guitar talent 
into a fusion of blues and rock 
with active bass lines and psyche- 
delic key work. KIM SELLING 

★ TAYSEAN 

(Sun, Barboza, 6:45 pm) 

Tay Sean, half of Helladope, 
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DON’T MISS 



Wolf Parade 


cofounder of that ol 7 Cloud Nice 
crew, producer/graphic artist/ 
MC. Truthful. Space cadet. Old 
soul. Good dude. In my unsolic- 
ited opinion, one of the better 
reasons in town to pay attention 
to local hiphop. LARRY MIZELL 
JR 

THEORETICS 

(Fri, Neumos, 7 pm) Five-piece 
free synth trip-hop band Theoret- 
ics play jazz-electronica-groove 
fusion. They typically bring on 
local chanteuses and 206 rappers 
to bulk up their sets, with fre- 
quent guests like Whitney Lyman, 
Maiah Manser, and Tazlyn Gue. 
KIM SELLING 

★ THUNDERCAT 

(Fri, Main Stage, 6:30 pm) 

Thundercat ranks among the 21st 
century's most impressive six- 
string bass slingers; he lays down 
wet electro grooves just as eas- 
ily as impeccable, fret-hopping 
solos, his sound a fusion of soul, 
post-jazz, and what can be best 
described as future funk. He also 
sings in a delicate falsetto caress. 
His third and latest studio record. 
Drunk, is a contender for 201 7's 
best — it's a clever, idiosyncratic, 
and playful work of art. LEILANI 
POLK 

★ TORRES 

(Sun, Vera Stage, 6:10 pm) 

It's been two years since Sprinter 
lodged itself into the conscious- 
ness, which might seem like a long 
time in indie rock, but Torres's 
breakthrough still feels vivid and 
essential, which is more than you 
can say for a lot of the 201 5 hit 
parade. Brand-new single "Skim" 
is a refinement of the album's sig- 
nature combination of lacerating 
emotions and assured songcraft — 
even more direct and intense, if 
you can imagine such a thing, and, 
a couple dozen listens in, every bit 
as indelible. SEAN NELSON 

TRIPPY TURTLE 

(Sat, Vera Stage, 1 1 pm) 

Musically (and socially) eccentric 
producer Trippy Turtle is the 
alter ego of Jersey club beat 
master Lido, who develops future 


bass music and layers sample 
over sample for vastly popular 
remixes. KIM SELLING 

TYLER EDWARDS 

(Sat, Neumos, 6:30 pm) Having 
started performing with rock 
band I Anthem, South Carolinian 
singer-songwriter Tyler Edwards 
has since narrowed his sound to 
reflect his personal influences 
and values, soundtracked by his 
acoustic guitar. KIM SELLING 

★ THE WHITE TEARS & PEARL 
DRAGON IS DEAD 

(Sun, Barboza, 3:45 pm) I 

confess: I haven't heard this band, 
but it marks the return of Pearl 
Dragon (formerly of Champagne 
Champagne, among other bands) 
after five years away. Many more 
years of following his pursuits 
have proven that whatever he 
does is worth paying attention to, 
so you might want to go welcome 
him back to where he belongs: in 
Seattle, on a stage. SEAN NELSON 

★ WHITNEY 

(Sat, Main Stage, 6 pm) Whit- 
ney is the high-quality collab 


between guitarist/keysman Max 
Kakacek (of the late Smith West- 
erns) and drummer Julien Ehrlich 
(formerly of Unknown Mortal Or- 
chestra). Together, they produce 
a mix of psychedelic pop and 
dreamy-leisurely indie rock that 
sounds sunnily vintage and occa- 
sionally forlorn, and has a gentle, 
unassuming yet hypnotic quality. 
Ehrlich sings lead, his delicate, 
sweet, high-pitched delivery 
bolstered by light brass swells 
and finely picked guitar melodies 
in the 2016 debut LP, Light Upon 
the Lake. LEILANI POLK 

★ WOLF PARADE 

(Fri, Main Stage, 9:15 pm) 

High school was a weird time for 
everybody, right? Thankfully, I 
had a cool best friend who later 
went to art school (she really had 
her shit down early), and she was 
the one to play Apologies to the 
Queen Mary for me back in 2005. 
It felt rare to listen to and enjoy 
"indie rock" without wanting to 
fling myself off the nearest struc- 
ture — finger noise on steel frets 
that didn't sound like a forcibly 
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acoustic winky-face, white-dude 
voices that weren't nauseatingly 
cloying in their earnestness to 
sound disaffected, thumping 
percussion that felt foundational 
and leading without minimizing 
the power of a simple kick-drum- 
laden banger. Following that 
album, Wolf Parade expanded to 
At Mount Zoomer, and to my fa- 
vorite, Expo 86, with an eventual 
hiatus declared in 201 1 . After five 
years split among three addition- 
al bands (Divine Fits, Handsome 
Furs, Operators), frontman Dan 
Boeckner is finally back. Let's 
hope Wolf Parade can relocate 
how to pound skin and lash synth 
from their '00s glory and make 
me proud. KIM SELLING 

YEAR OF DEATH 

(Sun, Barboza, 4:45 pm) Elec- 
tronic darkwave project Year of 
Death, wielded by Alicia Amiri and 
Colin Roper of Nightmare Fortress, 
is a down-tempo explosion of 
sparkling goth, industrial, and 
new wave tonalities. KIM SELLING 

★ YOURYOUNGBODY 

(Sat, Barboza, 5:45 pm) For 

fans of the Drive soundtrack and 
those mourning the breakup of 
Crystal Castles, Youryoungbody's 
EP Betrayer expertly updates 
those pulsing neon synthesizers 
and mechanized melancholy you 
love so much. The duo of Killian 
Brom and Duh Cripe mine the 
emotive, rain-swept strains of 
'80s dance, goth, and synth pop 
for a familiar though exceedingly 
well-produced trip down nostal- 
gic avenues. KYLE FLECK 

★ ZOOLAB 

(Sat, Vera Stage, 7:15 pm) 

Zoolab (Seattle producer Ter- 
ence Ankeny) is part of Seattle's 
recent wave of young producers 
working in the hazy realm where 
hiphop entwines with nightbus, 
that vaporous, downcast strain of 
bass music birthed from Burial's 
fertile imagination. Zoolab's 
music makes you nod your 
head while befogging it with 
gray clouds of synth, although 
ebullient rays sometimes shoot 
through the mist. DAVE SEGAL 
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